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other than cause and effect, as other than the past and
future, tell me that"
To all the compliments paid by the Guru, the
only answer that the disciple knows to give seems to
be to repeat his own question upon his burning doubt
once again in different words. To one who is a
true seeker there are no eyes and ears for applauses
or insults. Single-pointed, the seeker knows only
to pursue the one idea, the problem of his enquiry.
Almost unconscious of the surroundings, or of the
blessings that are showered on him, Nachiketas has
ears only for the wisdom reply that will come out of
the Great Guru. All other talk is to him either
meaningless prattle or a dull silence.
Nachiketas, the seeker, is here enquiring of his
teacher the Nature of Reality. Instead of starting
it directly he is here putting the question as though
it were a confusing conundrum. This is not to con-
fuse the issue, nor is it a futile attempt to show him-
self to be very " wise". On a closer enquiry it becomes
obvious that the three parts of the question, individu-
ally and together, point out the vast area that he has
covered himself, independently, during his endless
meditations upon the life's happenings which so far
had visited him.
His enquiry points out to a Truth that lies beyond
virtue and vice, which is neither the cause nor the
efiect, and which does not belong either to the past
or to the future.